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June 23, 2022

Let the Dog Days Commence
Mandolin Bright, OFC Operations Director

We’re getting our June newsletter out a good bit later than usual, but if you
manage to get through all of the material here, you’ll probably understand
why! Because so much occurred in the first half of June, we made the decision
to delay sending so we could share the latest news with you all before we go on
summer break. That being said, we hope you have time to review all of the
updates here before getting back to your own regularly scheduled summer
programming. J
In many ways, our local food work of the past year culminated with the 2022
Oconee Food Sovereignty Convening held on Wednesday, June 8th at the
Tamassee DAR School. You’ll find a more detailed account of what occurred
below, but the important thing to know is that attendees of this year’s
Convening were asked to approve our proposed structure for the Oconee Food
Council (shared below) and were invited to become the founding members of
the Oconee Food Alliance (OFA), which we officially launched during the event.
The Alliance is the overarching network that will house our food council and all
initiatives associated with it, consisting of individuals and organizations
invested in creating a thriving local food system. Membership will provide local
food system actors and advocates with multiple avenues to join the work of the
food council at the community and county level, and all members will have an
appointed community liaison for their area that can provide an additional
channel of communication with the council. Members of the Alliance / OFA are
eligible to join an Oconee Food Council (OFC) standing committee,
subcommittee, or task force and will have unique engagement and volunteer
opportunities, such as farm tours, food movie nights, events highlighting local
food subcultures, coordinating food-related relief efforts in the event of a
natural disaster, and receiving resources / training for various local food
system initiatives. Keep an eye on our recently converted Facebook page (that
previously was for the Oconee Food Summit) and the new Instagram feed for
social media coverage on the Oconee Food Council and Alliance engagement
opportunities as they become available!

Below is the diagram of the OFC organizational structure that was adopted at
the 2022 Convening. We are in the final stages of appointing our executive
committee members (chair, secretary, and treasurer) and will begin operating
with this structure that includes the six standing committees in the 2022-23
year:

We are delighted to share that the following community members have agreed
to serve as the initial chairs of the OFC standing committees in 2022-23:
Food Production & Processing | Deb Webster, Whispering Pines Farm
Local Food Economy | Rodney Quick, Hamilton Career & Technology
Center
Community Health & Food Education | Lorilei Swanson, Carolina
Family Engagement Center
Food Equity & Access | Stephanie Blake, SC Works & Our Daily Bread
Data Management & Assessment | Tim Murakami, Murktech, LLC
Media & Communications | Chanda Morrison, Visit Oconee SC
The plan is to kick off OFA member signups in the fall. However, anyone that
has already committed to serving a role in the OFC / OFA for the 2022-23 term
by June 30th will be automatically considered a founding member of the
Alliance. Over the next week we'll be nailing down plans and appointments for
the upcoming year that will start in mid-August and end in June 2023, so if
you’re interested in serving on one of the OFC committees we encourage you to
review the engagement opportunities section below. (Note: We also have a
part-time grant funded position posted there – check it out if you’re interested!)
Please reach out to our OFC staff - myself or Erin Ramos, OFC Administrative
Assistant (e.sumner83@gmail.com) - with any questions.
Another key development in early June was a special meeting hosted by the
county on protecting agricultural land in Oconee. Representatives of the food
council, Oconee County Council, the Planning Commission, Conservation Bank
Board, Farm Bureau, County Cattleman’s Association, and Soil & Water
Conservation District attended this meeting held at the county administrative
building on June 2nd, and the discussion led to a tentative decision to hold a
land summit for the county sometime this year. If our county partners decide to
move forward on this, the OFC would have a substantial role in planning for an
event that has long been identified as a need in Oconee County. For this
reason, we would likely plan to focus our efforts there and hold off on a 2022
Oconee Food Summit sometime this year, as originally intended. We will share
an update once a decision has been made, but if the county land summit comes
to fruition, know we will likely hold the next food summit sometime in early
2023.
We have a serious amount of work to do to secure a future in which the people
of our county can access nourishing meals with food that is produced,
processed, and sold locally. On a more personal note, while our food council
will likely always have many irons in the fire, I do need to reel back a bit over
the summer in order for my directing role to be more sustainable. Getting us to
this point has required a significant amount of time and energy, so I plan to
take some time for myself and my family over the next few weeks. My daughter
is over me working nonstop and I’m incredibly blessed to have three living
grandparents that I’ve not been able to spend nearly enough time with lately.
As a result, my response time for the month of July will be much slower than
usual and there may be some things that are left unaddressed until the work
really resumes in August. In the meantime, while processing the work of the
past year I do plan to share some “behind the scenes” views on my Patreon.
This is a platform for people that would like to support my leadership role in
the food system work, to which I volunteer a great deal of time outside of the
grant funded activities for the OFC. (Current patrons – Keep an eye out for an
upcoming post with the story of how we reached the decision for that OFC
organizational structure!)
Following this update, you’ll find a more detailed write-up of our recent event,

a job posting and other engagement opportunities, and a local restaurant
review. Many thanks to our dedicated newsletter editor and (new title!) OFC
administrative assistant, Erin Ramos, for packing all of this in. We intend to
send out one more email to our mailing list before we break for most of July
announcing the executive committee members of the food council for 2022-23
and will share any final updates. In the meantime, we hope you all have a
wonderful, relaxing summer, and we look forward to hitting the ground running
when we return to the local food system work this fall!
Cheers,
Mandolin Bright
Operations Director
Oconee Food Council

2022
Oconee Food
Sovereignty
Convening
Erin Ramos, OFC Secretary

Many thanks to all those who attended our second annual Oconee Food
Sovereignty Convening (OFSC) on June 8th, and especially to those who went
above and beyond to make it happen! The day started out with a morning
history presentation that delved into our county's agricultural past, prepared by
our friends Jennifer Moss and Les McCall of the Oconee History Museum and
Bart Garrison Agricultural Museum of SC, respectively. This was followed by a
set of special presentations in which Lekesha Benson of the NOLA Network /
Seneca City Council and Damaris Gomez of the Mexican Grocery and
Restaurant each came up to talk about the culture around food and agriculture
in the local Black and Hispanic communities.
Attendees broke out into pre-assigned groups after the morning presentations,
some to discuss strategies for increasing local production, processing, and
distribution of certain products, and others to identify policy, systems, and
environmental (PSE) change strategies in community health, food education,
and increasing food access. The OFC will review the results of these group
deliberations to establish objectives for their upcoming term and longer-term
strategic planning beginning in August.
This year’s lunch panel was titled “Protecting Oconee’s Farmland” with
featured guests speaking to rural development, methods of preserving of our
county's agricultural land, and ways that the public can get involved. Panelists
included representatives of various organizations, including the Soil & Water
Conservation District, OPUS Trust, Visit Oconee SC, and the Oconee County
Planning Commission, Agricultural Advisory Board and Conservation Bank
Board. The panel addressed concerns about the rate of growth and
development in Oconee and the need for zoning to direct it in such a way that
our county's livelihood is not further compromised. The audience also learned
about conservation easements and other efforts to protect our natural
resources.
An unexpected addition to the guest list was Bob Rozier, a 2022 primary
candidate for SC Commissioner of Agriculture! During a conversation at a
campaign event with our operations director, Rozier learned about the Oconee
Food Council and expressed an interest in stopping by our upcoming event. We
were pleasantly surprised that he was able to attend despite a busy campaign
schedule and appreciated his participation at the event.
This past year has been a busy one for our founding council, but arguably the
most important task in preparing for a full, permanent food council to start in
August was getting approval on the proposed committee structure that was

designed by the OFC and its staff. Because the Convening audience consisted
of our strongest advocates for a local food council, it was the most appropriate
time to take this step. Our last presentation of the day was on the proposed
OFC structure shared above in Mandolin’s update, after which attendees
returned to their morning groups to discuss it. All groups were asked to give
the green light, yellow light, or red light on moving ahead with the proposal for
the 2022-23 year, with the understanding that the group would review the
outcome and have flexibility to modify the structure at next year’s Oconee Food
Sovereignty Convening.
Fortunately, it was well-received and we got the thumbs up to keep moving
forward. It was a relief to have the assurance that the hard work of our
founding council has paid off and laid the groundwork for our permanent
council to hit the ground running in August. We were optimistic that the
proposal would be accepted and planned for a celebratory launch of the Oconee
Food Alliance (OFA) to close out the day. The creation of the Alliance gives us
an opportunity to sustain the momentum and energy built up across the county
as a result of the Spring 2022 Community Food Gatherings, held in Long Creek
/ Mt. Rest, Walhalla, Westminster, Salem, Seneca, (and now, as of 6/21, Fair
Play!) and ensure all communities are connected and represented in the work
of the OFC moving forward.

2022 SC Commissioner of Ag
candidate Bob Rozier
introduces himself to 2022
OFSC attendess

OFSC Breakout Group: Staple
Crops (Shawn Johnson, Jon
Fritz, Diana Garcia Londoño,
Lance Howard, Emily
Hitchcock, Bob Rozier)

OFSC Breakout Group: Dairy
(Christa Wilson, Deb
Webster, Damaris Gonzales,
Liz Kuemmerer)

Gather Uptown:
A Locavore Review
Christian Thormose
Nature's Link, OFC Member

In less than two years, Gather Uptown has already established itself as a
restaurant with an exceptional reputation in Walhalla.
Owner Greg Harris, co-owner-manager Amanda Ashley, and their team have
created a place where people come together to meet friends, make friends,
and enjoy outstanding hospitality in a welcoming atmosphere.
Located in a historic building on Main Street, Walhalla, the small dining room
has a spacious and airy feel, paying homage to everything local.
Gather Uptown’s menu is focused on fresh, seasonal-inspired food using
regionally organic ingredients and offers something for everyone.
Breakfast offers items such as Biscuit & Sausage Gravy, Corned Beef Hash,
French Toast, Avocado Toast, and Lox Platter.
Popular lunch items include Soup Du Jour, Garden Linguine, House Salad,
Reuben Sandwich, Chicken Salad, and Hot Ham & Swiss, to mention a few.
Dinner is served Friday, Saturday, and Sunday. Soup, appetizers, salads,
entrees, and desserts change weekly.
Gather Uptown also offers espresso, specialty coffees and teas, craft beer, and
an exciting wine list.
The casual atmosphere and the customer-focused staff are backed by endless

rave reviews from hundreds of happy customers — locals and visitors alike.
HOURS & INFORMATION:

Gather Uptown
100 West Main Street, Walhalla, SC
864-614-5054
Monday – Tuesday – Thursday 8 am to 4 pm
Wednesday Closed
Friday – Saturday – Sunday 8 am to 8 pm

Fair Play
Community Food
Gathering (finally!!)
Erin Ramos, OFC Secretary

Fair Play residents gathered for a Community Food
Gathering

Oconee County is spread out, y'all!
The food council embarked on an ambitious journey in Spring 2022 to host
Community Food Gatherings (CFGs) in six different areas of the county in order
to get diverse community input on local food system needs as part of the
assessment process. With the leadership of incoming OFC member Lorilei
Swanson and OCP executive director Casey Certain, were able to identify
community champions in our target areas to help plan and hold successful
events for Mt. Rest / Long Creek, Salem, Seneca, Walhalla, and Westminster in
March and April. But getting traction for such an event in the Fair Play
community, our southernmost area of the county with the majority of Oconee's
prime agricultural land, eluded us time and time again.
Thankfully, on Tuesday, June 21 we were finally able to gather with a group of
residents in Fair Play for lunch and discussion about the state of the food
system, including problems that current and aspiring farmers are facing and
possible solutions. The Fair Play area is heavily agricultural, and preserving
that livelihood is important to the members of this community that faces many
changes with the trajectory of future development in our county.
We greatly appreciate those who worked hard to ensure we could host an event
for residents of the Fair Play area before the end of the founding OFC term on
June 30. Although this one was pulled together quickly and we intend to have a
larger event in the fall, having the opportunity to connect with residents in this
remaining area of the county gives a real feeling of completion to these last
nine months of founding council work. We look forward to seeing the OFC can
support residents of this area in their community food system goals as we move
forward!

OFC Engagement Opportunities

2022-23 OFC Standing Committees
We’re still accepting committee members for our first run of the full Oconee
Food Council in 2022-23! If you’re interested in serving on one the six standing
committees of the food council, please fill out and submit this form by
Wednesday, June 29th. We expect this upcoming year to be our best yet with
a fully stacked team. This will be a memorable time to be engaged with our
local food system work!
Reach out to Mandolin at director@ocscfood.org with any questions.

ISO Researcher for CFA Team
The Oconee Food Council is looking for a motivated researcher to assist with
collection and presentation of data for the 2022 Oconee County Food
Assessment (CFA). This is a part-time, temporary position working on research
related to childhood hunger in Oconee County that will run from July to
September 30. We are seeking a candidate with excellent research, analytical,
and writing skills with the ability to work independently or with a team on
complex research tasks.
The ideal candidate will be passionate about reducing food insecurity in our
county and enjoy working collaboratively with the CFA team, community
members, and the food council. As a member of the CFA team, they will also
have the opportunity to participate in strategic discussions and planning
sessions for related initiatives. Support will be provided by the OFC staff, CFA
team, and other food council members as needed.
Applicants must be comfortable communicating with a diverse population of
community members / stakeholders and be professional, focused, and detailoriented. This is a remote work position that will require 5 – 10 hours weekly.
Compensation TBD based on qualifications.
Please reach out to Mandolin Bright at (864)-280-5726
or director@ocscfood.org to apply.
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